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T)Y a vote of the Trustees of Lawrence Academy 
•*^ at Groton, passed on April 15, 1895, the 
Finance Committee were instructed to prepare 
and publish a statement of the financial condition 
of the Academy, with an account of the several 
funds and other property belonging to the institu- 
tion, and also -to set forth its present pecuniary 
needs. In accordance with these instructions, the 
Committee now have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report : — 

Owing to the great depression that has prevailed 
in business circles during the past eighteen months, 
the income derived from the invested funds of 
Lawrence Academy has been seriously lessened. 
A similar diminution of available money for cur- 
rent expenses has lately fallen to the lot of many 
other literary institutions. While in the case of the 
Academy it is unfortunate that this state of affairs 
should exist, it need not be the subject of discour- 
agement On other occasions of like emergencies 
the friends of the institution have come forward 
and given freely and cheerfully toward its support. 
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4 FINANCIAL HISTORY OF 

At the present time it is thought that they will do 
no less than they have done on former occasions; 
and with strong faith the Finance Committee now 
call attention to the appeal which accompanies this 
Financial History. 

On many accounts Lawrence Academy is par- 
ticularly favored. In all New England one can 
hardly find a situation more attractive, or surround- 
ings more conducive to intellectual and moral 
growth, than those occupied by its buildings ; but 
the institution is greatly in need of funds. To do 
its best work it must have the income of at least 
thirty thousand dollars (^30,000) in addition to its 
present endowment. 

We commend to the earnest consideration of all 
friends of education this opportunity to give to an 
institution so old and in every way so deserving 
what it now asks, in order to enable it to keep pace 
with modern educational movements. Surely there 
can be no wiser expenditure of money than in giv- 
ing where the proceeds will be applied perpetually 
to cultivate the highest ideals among young men 
and women. 

To supply the temporary needs of the institution 
subscriptions are now being made on the following 
terms : — 

" In order that the funds of the Trustees of Law- 
rence Academy, at Groton, Massachusetts, available 
for teachers' salaries and current expenses, may be 
increased, we, the subscribers, each hereby pledge 
to said Trustees the sum of fifty dollars, payable 
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twenty-five dollars October i, 1895, and twenty-five 
dollars March i, 1896. The condition of this gift 
is that twenty-five individuals join in this offer, with 
subscriptions of a total sum not less than twelve 
hundred and fifty dollars." 

In all educational institutions to-day, physical de- 
velopment has a prominent place. We are build- 
ing from the foundation when we are strengthening 
the muscular powers of the individual. The bene- 
factor of an institution of learning who gives money 
for a gymnasium makes his bounty a source of 
immeasurable good, not only in the interest of a 
stronger manhood, but also as a contribution to the 
intellectual and moral growth of the youth of the 
future. 

Until the Academy shall receive such a gift, it 
needs a small sum of money to make more useful 
for physical culture the room over the north recita- 
tion room now used as a gymnasium. Two hun- 
dred dollars are needed to repair and sheathe the 
room, and at least five hundred dollars should be 
expended in improving the present apparatus and 
in buying new. 

But second only to the necessity of a better 
gymnasium is the demand for a larger and better 
play-ground. The present lot on High Street is 
entirely inadequate to meet the requirements of 
lawn tennis, base ball, foot ball, and the other 
sports in which all boys should have an opportunity 
to engage. A lot of land for a play-ground, con- 
veniently situated in Groton, would give to the 
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school a part of the equipment which it must have 
in order to do its best work. 

The seats and desks in the north and south reci- 
tation-rooms, are old-fashioned and poorly adapted 
to the purposes of the Academy. Movable tables 
and chairs would be a great improvement for the 
comfort of the pupil, for the convenience of ar- 
rangement, and for the general purposes of the 
school. The estimated cost of supplying both 
rooms with such tables and chairs is three hundred 
dollars. 

There are some improvements on the grounds 
much needed now, — such as replacing a part of 
the fence on High Street, building a trellis near the 
shed at Bigelow Hall, grading the grounds, and 
making some small repairs on the exterior of the 
buildings. These improvements could be made 
with five hundred dollars. 

Students now living in Bigelow Hall furnish 
their own rooms. These apartments would be more 
attractive if they could be let to the students 
furnished. One suite can be fitted up for one hun- 
dred dollars. Miss Brooks has furnished one such 
suite, called the Townsend room. 

Music has always been a feature in the Academy 
exercises. The present piano has been used for 
many years, and money given for a new instrument 
would meet a real demand. 

The entrance to Bigelow Hall opening on High 
Street is now dark and needs a street lamp. Fif- 
teen dollars would purchase such a lamp. 
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LAWRENCE ACADEMY. 7 

In the line of books the Academy now needs 
especially a new English Dictionary, an Encyclo- 
pedia, and other reference books. 

It has an indebtedness of four hundred dollars 
contracted during the past year. If some one will 
give that sum the institution would start the new 
year without debt. 

These wants of the institution are here presented 
to the generous consideration of the friends of the 
Academy with the belief that they will be well re- 
ceived, that each several need will find somewhere 
the individual who will supply it, and that many 
who have been pupils at the Academy, in a spirit 
of gratitude for the benefits there received, and of 
loyalty to their Alma Mater, will give of their 
means to make the position of the Academy, as a 
centre and source of intellectual training and moral 
growth, secure forever. 

Groton Academy was founded in the year 1 792 
by the individuals who subscribed to the following 
agreement, and for the purposes therein named : 

In Order to diffuse useful knowledge and render the 
means of Instruction & information more general & less 
expensive, to Individuals, We agree to raise by Subscrip- 
tion in Shares at five pounds Each, a sum of Money for the 
purpose of Erecting a Suitable building for an Academy 
in the Town of Groton, within sixty Rods from the Public 
Meeting house of the first Parish in said Town, and sever- 
ally promise to pay the sums annexed to our respective 
names, to such persons as shall be chosen by a Major 
Vote of the subscribers to receive the same, upon a 
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Meeting of the whole being duly warned so soon as 
conveniently may be, after Sixty Shares are subscribed — 
And we further agree, that the Surplusage of the Money 
Subscribed after Compleating of said building, shall be 
applyed to the support of a proper Instructor or Instruc- 
tors of said Academy, furnishing a Suitable Apparatus or 
whatever Else shall be most Conducive to the promoting 
of Education — And if the sums subscribed exceed the 
purposes aforesaid, they shall be disposed of by a Major 
Vote of the Subscribers — And it is further agreed that 
all Matters Relative to said Academy shall be determined 
by a Major Vote of the Subscribers, and the Vote to be 
taken by Shares — 

And in Case that hereafter said Academy should be 
dissolved each Subscriber or his heirs shall receive his 
Dividend of the Common property if any should remain 
in proportion to the sum Subscribed 

Groton, March z()th^ 1792. 



Oliver Prescott . . 


. three shares 






/■ 1 5.0.0 


Benjamin Bancroft 


. three shares 




. 15.0.0 


Daniel Chaplin . . 


. one share . 






5.0.0 


William Swan . . . 


. one share . . 






5.0.0 


Joseph Rockwood 


. one share . . 






5.0.0 


Nathan Davis . . . 


. two shares . 






10.0.0 


Aaron Brown . . 


. three shares 






15.0.0 


Jonathan Keep . 


. . two shares . , 






1 0.0.0 


Samuel Lawrence 


. two shares . 






1 0.0.0 


Samuel Rockwood 


. two shares . 






, 1 0.0.0 


Samuel Gragg. . 


. . one share . 






5.0.0 


Jephtha Richardson 


two shares . 






. lO.O.O 


Oliver Prescott, Jr. 


. . three shares 






. 15.0.0 


Thomas Gardner . 


. three shares 






15.0.0 


Francis Champney . 


. two shares . 






1 0.0.0 


Samuel Dana . . 


. two shares . 






1 0.0.0 


Timothy Bigelow . 


. three shares 






15.0.0 


James Brazer . . 


. . three shares 






. 15.0.0 
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Nehemiah Taibell 


. . one share . 






5.0.0 


Isaac Bowers . 


. . . one share . 






5.0.0 


William Prescott 


. . . two shares . 






. 1 0.0.0 


Levi Kemp 


. . . one share . 






5.0.0 


William Bancroft 


. . . one share . 






. 5.0.0 


Joseph Moors . 


. . . two shares . 






. 1 0.0.0 


Zechariah Fitch 


. .' . two shares . 






. 1 0.0.0 


Jonas Stone . 


. . . one share . 






5.0.0 


Jonathan Fisk . 


. . . one share . 






5.0.0 


Samson Woods 


. . . one share . 






5.0.0 


Samuel Hemenwa 


y . . one share . 






. 5.0.0 


Joseph Sawtell, 31 


d . . one share . 






5.0.0 


Wilder Sheple . 


. . one share . 






5.0.0 


William Nutting 


. . one share . , 






5.0.0 


Thomas Bond . 


. . two shares . 






lO.O.O 


Henry Woods . 


. . one share . 






5.0.0 


Peletiah Russel 


. . . one share . 






5-0.0 


Isaiah Hall . . 


. . one share . . 






5.0.0 


Jonathan Farwell . 


. . one share . . 






5.0.0 


Joseph Rockwood 


, Jr. . one share . . 






5.0.0 


John Park . . 


. . one share . . 






5.0.0 


Levi Woods . . 


. . one share . 






5.0.0 


Ephm.' Lawrence 


. . one share . 






5.0.0 


Jonathan Page . 


. . one share . . 






5.0.0 


Joshua Longley . 


. . one share . . 






5.0.0 


Wallis Little . . 


. . two shares . . 






lO.O.O 


John Bancroft . . 


. . one sliare . . 






5.0.0 


Phineas Whitney , 


. . one share . . 






5.0.0 


John Bullaid . . 


. . one share . . 






5.0.0 


Richard SawteU 


) r By Order, & in behalf 1 


Ebenezer Woods 


>• •< of the Town of Gro- }■ 200.0.0 


James Prescott 


) ( ton, forty shares 


)• 


J 


1 



With this fund the first Academy building was 
erected. 

Benjamin Bancroft conveyed to the trustees of 
Groton Academy for the sum of fifteen pounds, the 
lot on which the Academy building now stands, by 
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deed dated October 4, 1794, and recorded in the 
Middlesex South District Registry of Deeds, Libro 
116, folio 463. This lot had a frontage of six and 
a half rods, and extended easterly from the road 
six rods. 

The General Court granted to the Academy 
eleven thousand five hundred and twenty acres of 
land in the district of Maine, by the following 
resolve, passed February 27, 1797: — 

Resolved, That in pursuance of a report of a joint 
committee which has been accepted by both branches of 
the legislature, there be, and hereby is granted to the 
Trustees of Dummer Academy, to the Trustees of Phillips 
Academy, to the Trustees of Groton Academy, and the 
Trustees of Westford Academy, respectively, and to their 
respective successors, one half township of six miles square, 
for each of their Academies, to be laid out or assigned by 
the committee for the sale of Eastern lands, in some of 
the unappropriated lands of the district of Maine, belong- 
ing to this Commonwealth, excepting all lands within six 
miles of the Penobscot River, with the reservations and 
conditions, of settlement, which have usually been made 
in cases, of similar grants, which tracts the said Trustees 
respectively, are hereby impowered to use sell or dispose 
of as they think most for the benefit of their respective 
institutions. 

The land given to the Academy under this 
Resolve was situated in Washington County, Dis- 
trict of Maine. It comes now in Hodgdon, Aroos- 
took County, and lies in the eastern frontier of 
the State, just south of Houlton. 
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The funds of the Academy in 1825, amounted to 
seven thousand four hundred and twenty-two dol- 
lers, a part of which was the proceeds of the sale of 
this land in Maine at fifty cents per acre. 

Hannah Brazer, widow of James Brazer died at 
Groton in 1826, leaving a will in which were the 
following provisions in favor of Groton Academy. 

Sixth. I give and bequeath to my brother Sampson 
Woods and to my sisters, Deborah Green, Abigail Woods, 
Lydia Fitch and to Milly Fuller to each of them the inter- 
est of one thousand dollars, making the principal equal to 
five thousand dollars, to be paid annually during their 
respective lives in manner hereinafter to be appointed. . . . 

Eighth. I further give and bequeath to my nephew 
Henry Woods of Groton Traider, son of said Sampson 
Woods and to the Trustees of Groton Academy the sai4 
sum of five thousand dollars, the annual interest of which 
is heretofore and already given & bequeathed to my said 
brother & sisters as above, to be paid over and divided 
equally between said Henry or the heirs of his body for 
his or their own use, and the said Trustees of Groton 
Academy by my Executors hereinafter named & appointed 
as hereinafter mentioned. 

Ninth. I further give & bequeath to my said nephew, 
Henry Woods and to the said Trustees of Groton Academy 
all the rest, residue and remainder of my real and personal 
estate wherever found, not heretofore given, bequeathed 
or devised in and by this my last Will & Testament to be 
equally divided between the said Henry or the heirs of 
his body for his or their own use and the said Trustees of 
Groton Academy. . . . And I further order & direct 
my said Executors whenever my said brother or said 
sisters or either of them shall decease, to pay over to said 
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Henry or to said heirs and to said Trustees of Groton 
Academy the principal sum so put out at interest for the 
benefit of said deceased legatee and so on until the said 
sum of five thousand dollars shall be paid over to said 
Henry or his said heirs and to said Trustees of Groton Acad- 
emy agreeable to my bequest eighthly above mentioned. 

From this estate the Academy received two thou- 
sand dollars or more. 

In 1836, Dr. Abel H. Wilder conveyed to the 
Trustees of Groton Academy, for the sum of ^2800, 
the dwelling-house northerly of the Academy called 
the Dana house with about one and a quarter acres 
of land, and another lot of land adjoining the lot 
last mentioned and easterly therefrom containing 
about one acre and eleven square rods. This land 
had been conveyed to Dr. Wilder the same day 
on which he conveyed it to the Trustees, by Samuel 
and James Dana, sons of Hon. Samuel Dana who 
formerly owned and occupied the house. The deed 
to the Academy is dated July 30, 1836, and re- 
corded with Middlesex South District Deeds, Libro 
356, folio 123. 

Mr. Amos Lawrence gave books and philosophi- 
cal apparatus in 1838, and the next year he gave a 
telescope and Bowditch's translation of Mecanique 
Celeste by Laplace. 

In 1842 he gave two thousand dollars for en- 
larging and improving the school building, which 
sum was expended upon an addition to the rear. 
The Trustees received ten thousand dollars from 
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Mr. William Lawrence, in 1844, to be used as 
stated in the following letter : — 

Boston, April M, 1844. 
To THE Trustees of Groton Academy: — 

Gentlemen, — Born and educated in Groton, I feel a deep 
interest in its prosperity, and especially in your Academy, 
an institution which my honored father labored so hard 
to bring into existence more than half a century ago, and 
to which I am indebted for what little education I possess. 

Having been highly blessed of God in my temporal 
concerns, I have thought I could not better dispose of a 
portion of my abundance than to give to the Academy, 
over which you preside, a sum of money, for the advance- 
ment of education for all coming time. 

I therefore, hereby give to Groton Academy the sum 
of ten thousand dollars, and direct the same shall be in- 
vested in such manner, for the benefit of said corporation, 
as the Trustees thereof shall, from time to time, deem safe 
and expedient ; and that the net income thereof shall be 
applied in their discretion. I am especially desirous that 
such compensation shall be paid to the instructors of said 
Academy, as shall secure for it constantly the services of 
learned persons perfectly competent to all their duties. 

And this gift is therefore upon condition that the present 
rate of charge for instruction in said Academy shall not 
be reduced. But whenever hereafter, in any year, the 
whole net income of the present funds and property of 
said institution, and of the fees received for instruction, 
added to the net income of said ten thousand dollars, shall 
be more than sufficient for the payment of liberal salaries 
to such instructors, so that a balance of said income shall 
remain unexpended, I request the said Trustees in their 
discretion, and if they deem it expedient, to pay and dis- 
tribute such balance, or any of it, to and among such 
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deserving male pupils, in such Institution, preparing for 
a collegiate education, as the Trustees may think deserving 
such aid ; but not more than one hundred dollars shall be 
paid or allowed to any one such pupil in any one year. 
And in granting such aid, I earnestly request that no 
regard may be had to any sectarian views entertained by 
the pupils on the subject of the Christian religion. 

You will please draw on Lawrence & Stone, Boston for 
said sum of ten thousand dollars, in such sums and at such 
times as will suit your convenience. 

Your obedient servant, 

William Lawrence. 

Amos and William Lawrence were sons of Dea- 
con Samuel Lawrence, who was one of the founders 
of the Academy. In 1845, t^^ corporate name of 
the Academy was changed from " The Trustees of 
the Groton Academy" to "The Trustees of the 
Lawrence Academy at Groton." 

In 1846, Mr. Amos Lawrence bought the Brazer 
residence with about one and a half acres of land 
adjoining the Academy lot on the south, and for- 
merly belonging to James Brazer, Esq., at an ex- 
pense of four thousand four hundred dollars con- 
veyed it to the Academy, and gave twelve hundred 
dollars to put the house in complete repair. The 
deed to the Academy is dated July 15, 1846, and 
recorded in the Middlesex South District Registry 
of Deeds, Libro 566, folio 177. 

In this deed is the following paragraph : — 

Born and educated in Groton, deeply interested in 
the welfare of that town and especially of the Lawrence 
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Academy established in it by my honorable father and his 
associates, and grateful for the benefits, which his and 
their descendants have derived from that Institution, I 
am anxious to promote its future prosperity, trusting that 
those charged with the care and superintendence of it, 
will ever strive zealously and faithfully to maintain it as 
a nursery of piety and sound learning. 

In the same year Mr. William Lawrence gave 
five thousand dollars to enlarge and beautify the 
Academy building and the grounds belonging to 
the Trustees and to purchase a bell for the Insti- 
tution. Of this sum five hundred dollars were 
expended for the iron fence now in front of the 
Academy. This benefactor of the Academy died 
in 1848, having first, in June, 1847, provided in his 
will that the Academy should have ten thousand 
dollars, and afterward in 1847, having made the 
following provisions in the codicil to his will which 
is on file in the Registry of Probate for the County 
of Suffolk: — 

I, William Lawrence of the City of Boston, in the 
County of Suffolk & Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Esquire, do make this present codicil to be taken as and 
for a part of my last will and testament bearing date the 
fourth day of June in the year of our Lord eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-seven. I hereby ratify and confirm my 
said will in all respects save so far as any part thereof 
shall be altered or revoked by this codicil. 

Desirous to increase the usefulness of the Lawrence 
Academy situate in Groton in said Commonwealth and 
to place its prosperity (as far as I can do so) on a secure 
foundation I have at different times heretofore, made 
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donations for its benefit, and have also made provision for 
it in my will : But upon reflection, I am induced to appre- 
hend that what I have thus done may not be sufficient to 
accomplish the objects I have in view : therefore I here- 
by revoke the bequest contained in my said will of ten 
thousand dollars to the " Trustees of the Lawrence Aca- 
demy at Groton." And I hereby give to " the trustees 
of the Lawrence Academy at Groton" aforesaid, their 
successors and assigns forever, the sum of twenty thousand 
dollars to be paid to the said corporation within one year 
after my decease, without interest — to be held by them 
as a permanent public corporate body, specially charged 
with the care and superintendence of education, upon the fol- 
lowing trusts, that is to say — carefully to manage and invest 
the said sum of twenty thousand dollars as they shall deem 
most safe and advantageous having more regard to the 
safety of the principal than the amount of income — to 
collect and receive the interest and income thereof — to 
deduct therefrom and pay all such necessary and proper 
charges as may be incurred in the management of said 
trust fund — and to apply the net interest and income of 
said twenty thousand dollars, or of the property in which 
it may be vested, to and for the following purposes, viz : — 
to add one thousand dollars of said net income, annually 
to the said principal sum (so that it shall become part 
thereof) until the whole principal fund held under this 
codicil shall amount to thirty thousand dollars — which 
shall ever afterwards be taken and deemed to be the prin- 
cipal trust fund — to apply the residue of the net interest 
and income of said twenty thousand dollars until said 
trust fund shall amount to thirty thousand dollars — and 
afterwards to apply the whole net interest and income of 
said trust fund of thirty thousand dollars to the payment 
of the expense of keeping the buildings of said corporation 
at all times sufficiently insured by some safe Insurance 
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Company or Companies in said Commonwealth. To the 
payment in whole or in part, (in their discretion) of the 
salaries and compensation of any instructor, or instructors, 
at said Academy : to aid in the maintenance and education 
at said Academy of any such meritorious persons as may 
resort thither for instruction, who may in the opinion of 
said trustees, deserve and need such assistance, by advances 
as gifts or loans (in the discretion of said trustees) not 
exceeding one hundred dollars to any one such student in 
any one year — and to apply such portion of said net in- 
come as said trustees may from time to time, deem expe- 
dient, to the purchase of books for the library of said 
Academy: and philosophical and other instruments for 
the use of the pupils. 

Whenever and as often as from losses, or any other 
cause, the said principal iund shall be less than thirty 
thousand dollars, I direct that one thousand dollars of the 
net income of the residue of said fund shall be added an- 
nually to the principal, until the whole fund shall amount 
to thirty thousand dollars. And whenever the capital 
fund shall sustain a loss or diminution of less than one 
thousand dollars — then, and in every such case and with- 
in one year afterwards, sufficient of said net income shall 
be taken and added to the principal to make the same 
thirty thousand dollars. And as I may in my lifetime pay 
to said corporation the whole or part of said bequest of 
twenty thousand dollars, I direct that whatever sums shall 
appear on my books or by any writing made by me, to 
have been given and paid by me to said corporation after 
the date of this codicil, shall be deemed and taken to be 
in part payment, or in full payment (according to the 
amount thereof) of the said sum, and shall be deducted 
therefrom by my executors in settlement with said corpo- 
ration but without interest. 



Digitized by 



Googl^*^ 



1 8 FINANCIAL HISTORY OF 

I earnestly enjoin it on all those who may have the care 
& management of the funds and property given by me for 
the benefit of said Academy, to invest the same with the 
utmost caution and prudence — to appropriate the net 
income as herein directed, and in applying portions of it 
to the benefit of deserving students as herein provided, 
to do so without favor or partiality, and without regard to 
the religious sect to which any such student may belong — 
provided he be a christian and a protestant. 

I declare this writing to be a codicil to my last will and 
testament and direct it to be added thereto and taken as 
a part thereof. 

In witness whereof I the said William Lawrence have 

hereunto set my hand and seal this twentieth day of 

September in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred & 

forty-seven. 

Wm. Lawrence. [Seal] 

Signed, sealed, published and declared by the said 

William Lawrence as, and for a codicil to his last will and 

testament, and to be taken as part thereof in presence of 

us, who, at his request, in his presence, and in the presence 

of each other have hereunto subscribed our names as 

witnesses. 

John R. Adan. 

Edwd. Buck. 

H. Sidney Waldo. 

Through the generosity of Mr. and Mrs. Amos 
Lawrence, twelve scholarships were established for 
the benefit of students who prepare for college at 
Lawrence Academy, as follows: four at Bowdoin 
College, four at Williams College, and four at 
Wabash College in Indiana. 
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The following vote of trustees of Bowdoin shows 
the terms of the gift to them : — 

Voted, That the sum of six thousand dollars, when 
received from the subscription of Mrs. Amos Lawrence, 
recently made in aid of the college funds, be invested 
under the direction of the committee of finance as a per- 
manent fund under the name of the Lawrence Foundation 
for the aid of students in Bowdoin College ; the income 
of which shall be annually appropriated for the payment of 
the whole or a part of the tuition of meritorious students 
in Bowdoin College who may need pecuniary assistance, 
and that one student each year shall be placed upon the 
foundation and have the whole of his tuition remitted, who 
shall enter college from Lawrence Academy at Groton, 
Mass., and who shall bring satisfactory testimonials of 
scholarship and moral worth, provided the number thus 
received shall never exceed four at any one time and also 
that the executive government may withhold the bene- 
faction from any one who shall subsequently to admission 
prove unworthy of it, and provided further if the authorized 
number be not sent from said Academy the amount which 
would have been thus appropriated may be applied to the 
benefit of other students. 

The conditions of the gift to Williams are stated 
in the following letter : — 

BosTOS, June 18, 1847. 
Dear Partners, — Please pass to the credit of my 
dear friend the Rev. Mark Hopkins, two thousand dollars 
to pay for four scholarships at Williams College to be used 
through all time by the Trustees of the Lawrence Academy 
in Groton ; that the said Trustees or their faculty or repre- 
sentatives, may send and keep in College, four pupils from 
their Academy, without any charge for tuition : and when- 
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ever they omit or decline keeping up their full number, 
the Government, or the proper authorities of the college 
are authorized to fill the vacancy or vacancies from their 
own college pupils. Charge the same to my account. 

Amos Lawrence. 
To Messrs. Amos & Abbott Lawrence & Co. 

The gifts of Mr. Ahkds Lawrence aggregated 
from twenty-two to twenty-five thousand dollars, 
but they were all given in such a way that they did 
not become interest-bearing investments. 

The gifts of Mr. William Lawrence which were 
intended to be kept as permanent investments 
amounted to forty thousand dollars. Bigelow 
Hall was completed in 1864, and named for Hon. 
John Prescott Bigelow, whose father, Honorable 
Timothy Bigelow, was one of the first Trustees of 
the Academy. This building cost about ten thou- 
sand dollars, and was paid for in part with funds of 
the Academy and in part with money borrowed for 
the purpose. 

After the Academy building was burned in 1868, 
a large sum of money was raised by subscription 
for the erection of the new building, which was 
completed at a cost of ^ 24,000. 

The following agreement for subscription is 
found among the Academy papers : — 

We the subscribcEs, hereby agree with each other and 
with the Trustees of the Lawrence Academy at Groton 
to pay to the treasurer of the said Trustees the sum of 
money set against our respective signatures, to aid in the 
erection of a building, to be devoted to the purposes of 
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education in said Groton, and to be the property in trust 
of the said Trustees as a corporation ; which building is 
to be erected in a substantial manner of suitable and comely 
proportions, and situated on the grounds of the Lawrence 
Academy in Groton, and is to subserve the principal pur- 
poses of the Academy building destroyed by fire July 4th 
last. 

Groton, August^ a. d. 1869. 

A complete list of subscribers, so far as it can 
now be made up, is as follows : — 



Amos A. Lawrence . . 


$3500. 


Rev. L. R. Phillips . 






$50. 


A friend 


1000. 


Asa S. Lawrence . . 






50. 


George Cummings . . 


500. 


Miles Spaulding . 






50. 


A. E. Hildreth . . . . 


500. 


Willard Dalrymple , 






50. 


William R. Lawrence 


500. 


Vamum Woods . . 






50. 


Ezra Farnsworth . . . 


500. 


Phelps & Woods . . 






50. 


Murch& Tyler . . . 


^00. 


Mrs. Frances Brooks 






50. 


H. M. Francis . . . 


200. 


E. M. Farnsworth 






so. 


Daniel Needham . . . 


200. 


L. L. Condry . . , 






50. 


Joshua Green . . . . 


100. 


Mrs. J. R. Hartwell . 






50. 


Mrs. Eliza Green . . 


100. 


George Farnsworth , 






. 25. 


Samuel A. Green . . 


100. 


William J. Boynton 






25. 


Richard P. Joy . . 


100. 


Samuel W. Rowe . 






25- 


Mrs. Richard P. Joy . 


100. 


Adams Archibald . 






. 2S. 


James R. Joy . . . 


100. 


Charles Gerrish . 






25. 


William A. Richardson 


100. 


Abel H. Fuller . , 






25. 


Edward A. Kelly . . 


100. 


Ephraim Sawtell . 






. 25. 


Henry T. Woods . . 


100. 


C. P. Sawyer . . 






25. 


Walter Farnsworth . 


100. 


Josiah K. Bennett 






25. 


Joseph B. Moors . . 


100. 


W.C. Turner . . 






. 25. 


John H. Goddard . . 


100. 


Emeline Shattuck 






. 25. 


Milo H. Shattuck . . 


100. 


George S. Gates . 






. 20. 


A. H.Caryl. . . . 


100. 


Clarissa Butler . 






. 20. 


Andrew Robbins . . 


100. 


Alvah Wright . . 






. 20. 


Charles B. Farley . . 


. . 50. 


E. A. Lewis . . 






. 20. 


Mrs. Samuel Hall . . 


. . 50. 


Silas Spaulding . 






. 12. 


Andrew Bigelow . . 


. . 50. 


Samuel Rockwood 






. 10. 


Mrs. Elizabeth L. Swan 


. so. 


Rufus Moors . . 






. 10. 


Mrs. Mary Shumway 


. . 50. 


Calvin Childs . . 






. 10. 
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Mrs. Martha Tarbell 






$10. 


Sawyer & Sherburn 


. . . $10. 


George D. Blood . . 




. 10. 


Anna M. Seaver . 


. . 10. 


Edward Fitch . . 






lO. 


WiUiam C. HUl . 


. . . lO. 


Alden Warren . . 






lO. 


Zara Patch . . . 




Luther Blood . . 






lO. 


E. D. Derby . . . 




H. S. Sawtell . . 






, 10. 


T. K. Stephens . 




Moses P. Palmer . 






lO. 


B.V. Bixby . . 




John Peabody . . 






10. 


Mrs. Harriet I. Towe 


r . . 5. 


John Hodgman . . 






lO. 


Mrs. Fannie E. Cook 




Benj. Stephens . . 






lO. 


Mrs. Lewis Williams & 


: Lizzie 5. 


John H. Turner . , 






10. 


Peter Shumway . . 




N. F. Culver . . 






lO. 


Charles Bancroft . 




Hiram Stewart 






. 10. 


Timothy Crowley . 




J. N. Hoar . . . 






lO. 


T. H. Stephens . 




John Shattuck . . 






lO. 


Charles WooUey, Jr. 




Jonas Eaton . . 






10. 


Augustus Woods . 




Dennent & Phelps . 






. 10. 


W. H. Souther . . 




Ashur Jewett . . 






lO. 


Michael Sheedy . 




L. Whitney & Wm. 


H 






WiUard Torrey . , 




Whitney . . . 






lO. 


Richmond Hartwell 




Curtis Lawrence . 






; lo. 


Samuel Russell . 




Charles A. Kendall 






10. 


John Lawrence 




N. Livermore . . . 






lO. 


J. F. Blood . . . 




A. M. Needham . 






10. 


Samuel Williams . 


. . . 3- 


Sewell Mitchell . 






lO. 


Zachariah Fitch . 


• • 3- 


W. N. Torrey . . 






lO. 


L. D. Hutchins . 


• • 3- 


George O. Wright 






10. 


Nelson R. Torrey 


• • 3- 


Joseph Moors . . , 






lO. 


Freeman Torrey . . 


. . 2. 


Winslow P. Nudd 






lO. 


Nathan Gallot . . . 


. . 2. 


Wm. B. Hunt . . 






lO. 


Samuel Hemenway 


. . 2. 


Mrs. I. G. Eaton . 






lO. 


John Ready . . . 


. . . 2. 


George Litchfield . 






lO. 


L. Whitney . . . . 


. . 2. 


C. C. Kimball . . 
Edward B. HaU . 






lO. 
10. 


Total 


$10,295. 



With these subscriptions, and with the money 
received from the insurance on the old Academy 
building, together with about six thousand dollars 
borrowed for the purpose and the remainder taken 
from the funds of the institution, the new Academy 
building was constructed. 
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In 1 87 1 a bell for the Academy was given by 
Mr. Ephraim Sawtell, of Groton. 

Honorable John Prescott Bigelow died in 1872, 
leaving in his will, now on record in the Registry 
of Probate for Suffolk County, the following pro- 
visions for the Academy: — 

To my faithful housekeeper, Mrs. Livonia Stone, to 
whose care and watchfulness I am indebted (under God) 
for having survived my son so long, I give the sum of 
ten thousand dollars ($10,000). I also give to the Massa- 
chusetts Hospital Life Insurance Company the sum of ten 
thousand dollars in trust, the interest thereon to be paid 
to the said Mrs. Stone during her life, and at her decease 
the principal to be paid to the Lawrence Academy in 
Groton, wherein my education commenced. 

The ten thousand dollars thus given were paid to 
the Trustees in 1893, and have been expended and 
invested as follows : five thousand dollars applied to 
the payment of Eliel Shumway's note ; thirty-eight 
hundred dollars expended for repairs and steam 
heat; and twelve hundred dollars invested. 

In 1878, Mr. James Lawrence bought and gave 
to the Academy a full equipment for a gymnasium. 
In 1879 the Trustees were obliged to foreclose a 
large mortgage on real estate in Boston. The 
property was sold at a loss to the institution of 
about three thousand dollars. 

At the ninetieth Anniversary in 1883 an effort 
was made to increase the endowment of the Acad- 
emy by voluntary contributions, and the following 
sums were then given: — 
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Samuel A. Green . . , 


Iiooo. 


Amory A. Lawrence . 


I250. 


James Lawrence . . 


I coo. 


A. Lawrence Rotch . . 


250. 


Ezra Farnsworth . . 


lOOO. 


William A. Richardson . 


200. 


Amos A. Lawrence . 


. 500. 


Mrs. Helen Blitz . . 


200. 


A. Hildreth's Sons . 


. SOD. 


Miles Spaulding . . 


250. 


Daniel Needham . . 


. SCO. 


Mrs. Benjamins. Rotch 


250. 


Augustus Hemenway 


. SCO. 


B. A. Robie 


. 25. 


Eliel Shumway . . 


500. 


Total, 


$6,925. 



Miss Elizabeth Farnsworth, a former student at 
the Academy, who died in Groton, February 2, 
1884, sent for Hon. Samuel A. Green in October 
1883, and told him that she did not expect to live 
through the winter, and desired to add her name to 
the list of subscribers in aid of the Academy fund. 
She then gave the sum of five hundred dollars for 
that object, and told him to say nothing about it 
during her lifetime. 

These subscriptions, amounting to seven thou- 
sand four hundred and twenty-five dollars, were 
applied to the payment of debts, a part of which 
were contracted when the present Academy build- 
ing was erected, and a part arose from loans to 
meet expenditures, which for several years before 
1883 exceeded receipts. 

These gifts, together with five thousand dollars 
of the money received from the Bigelow estate in 
1893, paid the whole indebtedness of the Academy. 
The only money which the Academy now owes is 
four hundred dollars borrowed during the present 
year to pay for coal. 

Mrs. Charlotte A. L. Sibley, who now lives in the 
Brazer house in Groton, owned by the Academy, 
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has expended the sum of three thousand dollars 
within the last six years in putting the Brazer 
house and the Dana house in complete repair. 

In 1892 the following sums, making eight hun- 
dred and fourteen dollars in all, were given for in- 
troducing steam heat, making other improvements, 
and for the general expenses of the Academy : — 



Samuel A. Green . 
Edward D. Hayden 
Miles Spaulding . 
Albert E. Pillsbury 
George S. Gates . 
Rev. E. G. Porter 
George A. Sanderson 
George O. Whiting 
Burton W. Potter . 
Frances Brooks . 
William A. Waters 
Michael Sheedy, Jr. 
Valancourt Stone . 
T. N. Holden . . 
William A. Woods 
Edwin C. Damon . 
C. W. Lawrence . 
George E. Wright 
Randall Spaulding 
Edward R. Richardson 



$100, 
100. 
50. 
25 
25 
25 
10 

25 
25 
10 
10 
10 



Joseph A. Harwood . 

Edwin F. Lawrence . 

Daniel Needham . . 
Benjamin H. Hartwell 

Amasa Norcross . . 
Rev. Wm. J. Batt 

C. W. Bardeen . . 

Eben F. Barker . . 
Endicott Peabody 

J. Haskell Butler . . 
Mrs. Sarah L. Converse 

George A. Fisher . . 

Orilla J. Flint . . . 
Mrs. Charles R. Patch 

Catherine A. Means . 

Charles E. Bigelow . 

Emily E. Hildreth . 
F. Earland Gilson 

Rev. Calvin Cutler . 

Lucy Harrington . . 

Total, 



$2. 

100 

100, 

25 

25 

IS 

25 

10 

10, 

10 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

3 

3 

2 



$814 



In the same year Miss Claribel Brooks gave the 
sum of sixty dollars to furnish a room in Bigelow 
Hall, called the Townsend room, to be occupied 
preferably by students attending the Academy from 
Townsend. 

Mr. Eliel Shumway, who was for many years a 
member of the Board of Trustees, and who with 
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great fidelity looked after the construction of the 
new Academy, providing for every detail of the 
work, died in 1891, having made the following 
provisions for the institution in his will: — 

13th. I give and bequeath to the Trustees of the 
Lawrence Academy, a corporation duly established by law, 
situated in Groton in County aforesaid, to be paid to it at 
the decease of my wife Emma P. Shumway, what shall 
then remain of the proceeds of my personal property after 
the payment of my debts, funeral expenses of myself and 
wife, and monument, and all the aforesaid legacies, and 
interest and income of the personal and real estate as 
before bequeathed, and also the net proceeds of my real 
estate that shall remain after the payment of the interest 
thereof to my wife. To have and to hold the same to the 
said Trustees their successors and assigns in trust to keep 
the same safely invested on interest and to expend such 
sums as may be necessary of the interest or income to 
keep the principal the same amount as when paid to said 
Trustees, the balance of interest or income to be paid by 
the said Trustees and expended by them for support of 
education in said Academy. And I hereby authorize said 
Trustees that in case my executor should not sell all my 
real estate before my wife Emma P. Shum way's decease, 
then the said Trustees shall be authorized to sell and con- 
vey the balance of real estate that may remain unsold by 
my executor. I direct and order the said Trustees to keep 
a separate account of all the proceeds of all my real and 
personal estate apart from the other funds, and the same 
to be known as the Shumway fund. 

This fund when received by the Trustees will be 
the largest benefaction in the history of the school. 
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It makes the Academy's future as an educational 
centre secure. It will enable the Trustees to make 
more effective all the other funds of the Academy, 
whether now in possession or hereafter to be given. 
Mr. Shumway's name will be gratefully remem- 
bered through the coming years, not only because 
of the great good which will come to the school 
directly from his gift, but also because of his great 
generosity in devoting the accumulations of a life- 
time to the cause of education in the institution 
which he had faithfully served. 

The following sums have been expended re- 
cently in repairing, painting, and furnishing the 
Academy. 

Library JI205.00 

Finishing inside wood-work and coloring walls and 

ceiling 475'Oo 

Introduction of steam-heating apparatus .... 2500.00 

Repairing chimneys on Academy 287.50 

Water-closets and wash-basins in Academy . . . 5 7 5- 00 

Water-closets and wash-basins in Bigelow Hall . . 350.00 
Painting wood-work and coloring walls in Bigelow 

Hall 150.00 

Furnishing Townsend room (by Miss Brooks) . . 60.00 

Repairing Bigelow Hall (carpenter and mason work) 66 7. 83 

Shingling the Academy 350.00 

Constructing cisterns and placing eaves- troughs . 200.00 

*5>82o.33 

The Academy property consists of the building 
completed in 1871, containing two large study and 
recitation rooms, a library, a laboratory, and philo- 
sophical room, a music room, a gymnasium, and 
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many smaller rooms for recitations, societies, and 
the general purposes of the school; the Brazer 
house on the south, and the Dana house on the 
north of the main building, Bigelow Hall, with 
twelve suites of rooms, each suite consisting of three 
rooms, together with the play-ground bounding on 
High Street. The other property of the Academy 
is now in the following investments : 

Railroad bonds, invested in 1889, twenty-two thousand seven 

hundred and ninety-one dollars. 
Notes secured by mortgages of real estate amounting to seven 

thousand three hundred and thirty dollars. 
Real estate in Somerville valued at thirty-five hundred dollars. 
The estimated income for the next year is thirteen hundred 

dollars. 

The value of the property in Groton, consisting 
of library, apparatus, furnishings, buildings and 
land, is not less than forty thousand dollars, and 
the buildings as a whole are now in good repair. 

George A. Sanderson, ) Finance 
Michael Sheedy, Jr. \ Committee. 
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